September 18, 2008

the efforts of law enforcement, homeland se-
curity, and military officials to protect the
Nation’s Capital from crime and terrorism:

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in strong support of H.R. 6842, the
National Capital Security and Safety Act and
in opposition of the Childers substitute. H.R.
6842 is a commonsense bill that requires the
District of Columbia to revise its gun laws in
order to comply with the recent decision of the
Supreme Court in the case of District Colum-
bia v. Heller within 6 months and does not vio-
late Home Rule and the self governance of
the District of Columbia.

Over 30 years ago, the District banned the
ownership of handguns, making it among the
stiffest bans in the Nation. Like many large
metropolitan areas, gun violence contributes to
the high crime rates in the District, but the ban
has helped to reduce homicide rates. Instead
of working to increase the number of guns in
the District, we should be helping to stem the
availability of these weapons and protecting
District residents and visitors from the threat of
violence. This Congress should not be dic-
tating to the District of Columbia the laws that
govern them when their own elected delegate
does not even have the right to vote on her
own bill or its substitute.

The Childers substitute is dangerous. It both
ignores the will of District residents and puts
more guns on the street of our Nation’s Cap-
ital. The Childers substitute repeals a ban on
semi-automatic weapons and removes the ban
on carrying these weapons in public, prohibits
registration requirements for most guns, and
drops criminal penalties for possessing an un-
registered firearm.

Mr. Chairman, Congress must not strip the
District of its power to regulate guns. We must
not be reckless when it comes to protecting
the citizens of D.C., our highest elected offi-
cials, and visitors to our Nation’s Capital. |
urge a vote in favor of the Norton bill and
strongly urge a “no” vote on the Childers sub-
stitute which severely puts the safety of the
District at risk.

TRIBUTE TO DAN CAMBRIDGE
HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2008

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this opportunity to honor Dan Cambridge.
Mr. Cambridge, a former advertising executive
for Young and Rubicom in Des Moines, lowa,
has been named the new tourism director of
Lexington, Missouri.

Mr. Cambridge graduated from the Univer-
sity of lowa with a degree in journalism. It was
soon after his completion of college that he
began working for the Des Moines Register.
He then spent over 20 years with a Young
and Rubicom affiliate. Mr. Cambridge is ex-
cited to begin his new post in Lexington, and
claims he envisions the tourism commission
focusing on public relations angles with the
city. Dan has experience with the lowa De-
partment of Economic Development and Tour-
ism, and | know he will be a valuable asset to
my hometown. Cambridge’s son attended
Wentworth Military Academy. His family now
resides in the Kansas City metro area.

Madam Speaker, | trust that my colleagues
will join me in congratulating Mr. Dan Cam-
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bridge on his new position in Lexington, Mis-
souri, and in wishing him the very best.

———————

H.R. 5840, THE INSURANCE INFOR-
MATION ACT OF 2008, AND H.R.
5611, THE NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF REGISTERED AGENTS
AND BROKERS REFORM ACT OF
2008

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2008

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased that the House is considering two im-
portant bills today—H.R. 5840, the Insurance
Information Act of 2008, and H.R. 5611, the
National Association of Registered Agents and
Brokers Reform Act of 2008. Both these bills
will streamline aspects of the insurance indus-
try to help ensure more consistency for
agents, brokers, and consumers alike.

H.R. 5840, the Insurance Information Act of
2008, creates a new Office of Insurance Infor-
mation (OIll) under the U.S. Treasury to advise
the President and Congress on insurance
issues. Currently, all 50 states regulate insur-
ance in their own unique manner. The OIl will
serve as a hub for data collection and will help
guide policymakers working to alleviate undue
burdens throughout the insurance regulatory
regime.

As the new agency responsible for inves-
tigating and reporting on insurance issues, the
Oll will also coordinate Federal policy on inter-
national insurance matters. In today’s global
marketplace, this will help American insurance
companies obtain better access to foreign
markets and strengthen their positions as
leaders in offering insurance products both
here and overseas.

Additionally, H.R. 5611, the National Asso-
ciation of Registered Agents and Brokers Re-
form Act of 2008, creates the National Asso-
ciation of Registered Agents and Brokers,
NARAB. Established as a nonprofit corpora-
tion to facilitate the nationwide licensing of in-
surance agents and brokers, NARAB will su-
pervise and discipline individuals who wish to
practice in multiple states.

This new, voluntary tool, which gives agents
and brokers the opportunity to be licensed by
individual states under the current system, in-
jects much-needed uniformity for those agents
and brokers whose businesses stretch from
state to state. Consumers will obtain better
services and financial products for lower costs
while agents and brokers will avoid many of
the headaches they currently face due to the
myriad of state licensing standards with which
they must currently comply.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support these measures.

E1845

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REGARDING THE TERRORIST AT-
TACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST THE
UNITED STATES ON SEPTEMBER
11, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 11, 2008

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise to support of H. Res. 1420
which honors the 7th anniversary of the ter-
rorist attacks on the World Trade Cener, the
Pentagon, and United Airliines Flight 93. On
September 11, 2001, nearly 3,000 people died
and thousands of others were injured, scarring
families and communities across the Nation.
The tragic events of that day also challenged
our long-held sense of national security and
forever-changed our Nation.

In the time following September 11, we also
saw the best of the human spirit in the face of
unimaginable tragedy. Americans from all over
the country banded together and responded to
the barbaric attacks with an outpouring of sup-
port and commitment to the families of 9/11
and to each other. Everyday heroes from all
50 States, including at least 308 from Con-
necticut and 64 from the Fifth District alone,
put their lives and health on the line and trav-
eled to New York to assist in the rescue and
recovery efforts at Ground Zero. Families who
lost loved ones on that fateful day dedicated
their lives to honoring those killed and making
sure that, as a Nation, we never forget. The
Fetchets, from New Canaan, Connecticut, are
just one example—they lost their son Brad
during the attacks on the World Trade Center
towers, and rather than resigning to mourning,
they channeled their grief into resolve, found-
ing VOICES of September 11th, an organiza-
tion dedicated to advocating for those affected
by the events of September 11, 2001.

Seven years later, with energy and the
economy on the forefront of everyone’s minds,
the lessons of 9/11 seem less immediate; but
in reality, we should draw upon the strength
and cooperation our Nation showed during
that time to solve the economic and national
security problems we face today, and to en-
sure that the needs of 9/11 families and work-
ers are met. | am proud to say that in 2007
we worked together to pass legislation that re-
quires the enactment of the recommendations
of the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, making our
Nation safer and more secure. As we work to
ensure that the new law is fully implemented,
we must also not forget the thousands of peo-
ple who still struggle every single day as a re-
sult of the attacks. As we all know, the col-
lapse of the World Trade Center towers re-
leased a dangerous cocktail of toxins, putting
hundreds of area workers, residents, rescue
and recovery workers, and others in the area
around Ground Zero at risk. Numerous studies
have documented that many of those exposed
to the toxins have developed lower and upper
respiratory, gastrointestinal, and mental health
conditions. With staggering medical bills and
the inability to work due to illness, many of the
heroes of 9/11 are now in severe financial dis-
tress. The Federal Government has a moral
obligation to provide them with the care they
desperately need and deserve.
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